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education initiatives. Recently, Bill
Gates, Sr. chaired a $2 billion capital
campaign for the University of Wash-
ington that included funding for the
Husky Promise, which supports an en-
dowment to help lower income stu-
dents access higher education and at-
tend the University of Washington.

Bill Gates, Sr. has also worked to ad-
vance projects that provide support for
individuals and families in need around
the world. As chair of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Bill Gates,
Sr. has helped launch initiatives that
tackle major health and poverty issues
for the developing world. The initia-
tives have focused on practical solu-
tions that empower international com-
munities and help save lives.

I would like to thank Bill Gates, Sr.
for both his past activities and his cur-
rent pursuits to help create healthier
and happier communities. I am sure
Bill Gates, Sr. will continue to em-
brace the opportunities and challenges
of tomorrow through his work with
many charitable organizations, and I
am pleased he is being honored for his
years of dedication to helping others.

————

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
the hundreds. The stories, numbering
well over 1,000, are heartbreaking and
touching. To respect their efforts, I am
submitting every e-mail sent to me
through an address set up specifically
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Thank you for your vote to stop the cap
and trade thing, but it will come back with
[a new president. We would be better off to
be] drilling the deep reserves of the Williston
Basin (more oil than Saudi Arabia in Dakota
farmers fields) or the ANWR 5,000 acres or 5
million acres, or off shore where the Chinese
will soon have rigs. We would be gearing up
like the moon landing to get oil out of our
coal whose estimated reserves are five times
all the oil ever pulled out of the Middle East.
. . . or the even more vast oil shales of Colo-
rado or the tar sands. We would be building
nuclear reactors and starting up those on
moth balls right now . . . or better building
refineries or making the hydrogen car that
GM already has. Or how about this: All Of
The Above.

But we are stuck [because of money influ-
ence] and nothing will change.

DENNIS.

Will It Ever End?
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I have several examples of how the energy
cost is driving my life.

1. High propane cost has increased my
heating cost to an increase of over $600 more
this year. Propane has had a large increase
and now is over $3 per gallon. Five years ago
it was under .60 cents per gallon. Propane is
a by product of gas exploration. I feel this is
a very large price for a by-product.

2. The government rating for mileage rate
is at 50.5 per mile. Why have they not raised
this? Gas prices soar, but the rate stays the
same.

3. Thanks for the stimulus check. I just
wish I could have used it to buy something
extra.

4. Diesel prices are out of control. Why is
diesel almost a dollar more a gallon than
gas?

5. Just about the time you feel you are get-
ting somewhere, someone takes more of your
income. It is no wonder people are losing
houses and entering into get rich adventures.
(Lottery, gambling)

B.

This is the third email that I have sent
over the past few months on this subject, and
my message this time will be short and suc-
cinct—reducing speed limits is among the
quickest solutions to help us in addressing
the current issues with fuel pricing. Highway
fuel consumption can be cut considerably
(perhaps by as much as 20%—depending on
the engine) by lowering speed limits. This is
only a part of the solution. We also need to
step up efforts on many fronts including uti-
lizing more domestic resources, pushing the
development of renewable energy sources
and providing incentives to reduce energy
consumption (i.e.—building smaller, more
energy efficient homes that utilize solar/
wind/geothermal energy). It is a complex
challenge requiring strong leadership.

This brand of leadership will require some
to act without regard for political ramifica-
tions (courage)—We are looking to you to
provide your share of that leadership.

RICH.

You and your fellow congressman are a lit-
tle late to help with this energy problem as
we are at peak oil and prices will continue to
rise. I am totally amazed at Congress’s lack
of action on coming forth with a sensible en-
ergy program.

JAMES.

Thank you for this opportunity to discuss
my concerns. Higher gas prices have forced
my family to reduce times spent together.
We have to drive, because of very little pub-
lic transportation. I would support your ef-
forts for the oil companies to build more re-
fineries. Every time one goes down for
“maintenance,” we get burned. Let them use
their profits to build them. I think we need
to force auto companies to build more effi-
cient cars. We need more good choices for
higher mpg autos, not just one per auto com-
pany. As a side note, we need to start a fed-
eral public works program. Get people em-
ployed and get our bridges/roads, schools, li-
braries, etc. rebuilt. This would stimulate
our economy more than Bush’s tax break
plan. We need authority to install toll
booths on our interstate highways to help
keep them maintained. I think we are ready
for nuclear energy at INL. The time is right.
We need leaders in Congress, not Republicans
or Democrats. Can you be one? Thanks again
for this opportunity.

JOHN, Boise.

I had to take a medical disability from my
job of 24 years as my health was getting so
bad. My husband is 69 years old and I am 64.
We find when we go to the grocery store we
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have to decide whether we should buy gro-
ceries or put gas in our tank so we can get
home if we can buy groceries. We cannot af-
ford to sell our house and move into town.
We have no public transportation for five
miles, I am trying to help my daughter with
her children as she had to go back to work
and I can get them to the Mall on public
transportation but we would have to walk
the five or six miles to get the rest of the
way to my house. Our utilities are getting
out of sight also and just the necessities in
food are more than our Social Security and
other bills allow. And then they want to give
our Social Security to illegal aliens who
have never worked and paid into it. My
Grandmother had worked for years and when
she applied they told her she was a quarter
short to collect S.S., but we can give it to
people who have never worked or paid into
it? What are we supposed to do when we have
our hands tied and no one wants to help back
there and you are our only hope because you
pass the laws and we have to live with them.
Please help us as there are so many things
they can use as alternative fuel and they
seem to drag their feet about it. We have all
kinds of weeds we will donate for the purpose
of alternative fuel.
NANCY.

The cost of energy is devastating to sen-

iors on a fixed income such as me.
JERRY, Idaho Falls.

I want to thank you for the opportunity to
address my views on the situation we are in,
not only in Idaho, the United States but the
entire world. The affects of high energy
prices will continue until Wall Street specu-
lators are stopped. The auto manufacturers
here in the United States and abroad have
been given every opportunity to produce
high efficient automobiles for decades. They
have failed. Congress has [not acted to cre-
ate] mass transit high speed transportation
from coast to coast. The technology has been
here for many decades with nothing being
done in Washington D.C.

What are we to do with the waste from nu-
clear energy plants? I believe that tech-
nologies for coal, wind and solar should be
explored. We should be exploring tech-
nologies of our ocean’s salt water as a useful
solution to our energy situation. We need
qualified people to manage our water and
other natural recourses here in Idaho and
throughout the world.

If Congress would only work together for
the betterment of mankind. These are but a
few of our hopes and dreams for the future of
our existence.

Thank you, Senator Crapo, for your efforts
in Congress and for this consideration.

GREG, Pocatello.

Sorry Mr. Crapo, but I do not agree with
you about your vote against the climate
change legislation.

In 2000, I recall paying between $.99 and
$1.09 for gas for many months in Boise, occa-
sionally a little more, but in that range.
Now, eight years later, we are paying 400%
more. The administration has refused during
this time to get involved in the Kyoto agree-
ments and only just in the last year or so ac-
knowledged that climate change was even
real, but attacked and prevented the science
that warned us of it throughout his term.
Gasoline prices going up 400% in Boise in the
past eight years is painful, but it is caused
by many factors, mostly, I believe, due to
rich people getting insanely richer at the ex-
pense of the rest of the world. Meanwhile, we
still do very little to protect against the dis-
astrous consequences of global warming.

So, if we are going to be subjected to 400%
increases and do nothing but make the rich
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richer, how can you be unwilling to vote for
a bill that might make us pay 12.5% more,
but will take huge strides toward protecting
the future of our planet and safeguarding
against additional enormous energy costs in
the future. Penny wise and pound foolish.
What we should do is get to the bottom of
exactly why prices have gone up 400% in
eight years.

I feel angry that our society is willing to
mortgage our future almost completely for
slight increases in personal luxury and ben-
efit in the present (consider the gas tax re-
prieve that [was] proposed this summer as
one tiny example). Where are our values for
providing for the future of our children and
our planet? I believe we need to prioritize
much greater efforts on green and renewable
resource R&D. I believe that if we put our in-
novation behind solutions that the entire
world needs, we can more than offset the up-
front costs. This is the strength of cap-
italism and I believe we ought to focus on
our strengths. I do not want us to emphasize
further oil exploration and drilling and open-
ing up of our protected public lands (such as
ANWR).

ScoT, Boise.

P.S. Please have the courage and honesty
to include critical comments like mine as
well when you compile comments from the
public. Thank you.

Our farm has been severely impacted by
high energy prices and the price of corn,
which is a by-product of the energy crisis.
We have gone from 100 employees down to 34.
We are currently liquidating our calves be-
cause we can no longer make money raising
them. We will soon be down to 12 employees.
We could hang on a little longer if Congress
would do something about drilling in ANWR
and Bakken. We need refineries! We need oil!
0il is 1000% more efficient than these ‘‘alter-
native’’ fuels and drilling and refining our
own oil is proven to work, while these other
fuels are not. There is too much energy used
to make ethanol to make it efficient. I be-
lieve that the mere announcement of drilling
and building refineries will drastically help
our economy. Just think of the excitement
of jobs. The excitement of better times to
come. Anyone can hang on if they have hope.
There are no downsides to drilling in our
own country. Drilling is not environmentally
hazardous and even if it was, people come
first.

Please, please get this message out. Call
news conferences with your fellow conserv-
ative Senators. Shout it from the housetops.
And for the sake of our economy and coun-
try’s freedom, [support conservative efforts
to govern].

ELIZABETH, Kuna.

You ask how the fuel prices are affecting
us personally; it is very simple—in every
way.

As fuel prices rise, food costs increase, the
cost of every basic need jumps up, the dis-
tances to functions become critical, we all
have to make choices about what is most im-
portant. Unfortunately, for many of us, our
lives become a struggle to get the dollar to
buy the foods to keep going, pay our prop-
erty taxes for homes we cannot afford to sell,
get the fuel to get us to the place to make
that dollar which is worth less every day and
employers cannot afford to pay more in
wages and the cycle goes on and on.

Everyone says ‘“‘Oh, let us just raise the
minimum wage. That will fix it.” Think
again. The average small business man is one
step away from sinking in this quicksand
himself. He cannot afford health or dental
insurance or retirement for him or his fam-
ily, but he cannot have much of a business
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without employees, either. So he gives a
raise to his employees and has to cut some-
where else, quality or quantity of goods sold
and then the purchaser suffers. It all affects
every one of us.

Transportation, fuel costs, value of the
dollar, energy costs, making ends meet be-
comes increasingly difficult and our situa-
tions look increasingly dismal. Our society,
like it or not, is tied to the umbilical cord of
fuel oil pricing and something needs to be
done to remove the grip on that cord that is
choking out the life-giving fluids our nation
needs to function. We need to control our
own supplies of energy, provide for ourselves
everything this nation needs to not just sur-
vive, but to thrive. We have oil supplies of
our own under our own soil and off our own
coasts; use them. That is what they are there
for. As you use them, develop new sources,
require more renewable energy implementa-
tion, but use what you’ve got. Stop letting
the nation get the life strangled out of it.
Make renewable energy more affordable, for
one thing. It was going to cost me over
$40,000 to put in a wind generator to power
my home. That would never ever pay for
itself before it self destructed. It is ridicu-
lous to have solar power and wind power de-
vices so overpriced to make them unattain-
able. They would help the economy. Sub-
sidize alternative energy and educate people
on ways to stretch their dollar before it is
too late.

Things are bad everywhere, but if we do
not do something very soon, it is going to
get much worse. Overcrowded, underfed, un-
happy people, unable to care for their loved
ones, will turn angry, bitter, and dangerous
after years of being taught ‘‘me first philos-
ophy.”” We have created a monster and that
monster drinks crude oil. You better keep
feeding it.

JANELLE, Hayden.

Thanks for your interest in doing some-
thing about high gas prices. Here in Rexburg,
I have found that at age 56, I can still ride a
bike to work. I may even start doing gro-
ceries and other errands with my bike. I am
getting in good shape, although I already
was in good shape. My family and I find that
we consolidate errands. Instead of going to
town for one thing, we make sure it is for
three or more things. If it is not, we just
wait until we have more to do downtown or
elsewhere. I have aging parents who need
help, and gas prices have not made getting to
their house very easy, but what we can do,
we have to go. So we go without a lot of
things. We pass by the treats and other not
so0 important purchases (we were doing that
before anyway). I think where this really
hits us the hardest is in going to see our
grandkids far away, or taking a simple trip
like to Mt. Rushmore or even Yellowstone
Park. The gas prices have eaten those op-
tions up pretty fast. It is too bad that we sit
around as a nation and let the oil rich coun-
tries dictate to us how we can live our lives.
We should have started doing something
about these fifty years ago, but apparently,
nobody had that much far sight into the po-
tential problem. We’ll survive and we do not
feel bad for ourselves, but it is not easy.

FERRON.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DEAN STONE

e Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
today marks the 84th birthday of Dean
Stone, who has lived in my hometown
of Maryville, TN, his entire life. This
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year also marks the 125th anniversary
of The Daily Times, Maryville’s home-
town newspaper where Dean has
worked for the last half century.

I extend my warmest wishes to both
of these Maryville institutions, and ask
that a letter I wrote to Dean be printed
in the RECORD.

The material follows.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2008.
Mr. DEAN STONE,
The Daily Times,
Maryville, Tennessee.

DEAR DEAN, It is an especially good idea to
celebrate your birthday and that of The
Daily Times all at once, because for me, and
I am sure for most Blount Countians, it is
hard to separate the two.

That was true when I was a Maryville High
School student years ago and you hired me
to contribute to the Times’ school news
page.

But it is even more true today because for
the last half century I have so much enjoyed
your photographs, your stories, and your
opinions about Blount County. No one has
ever done a better or more complete job of
covering our families and communities.

Years from now, when anyone looks back
to try to understand Blount County—its his-
tory, its people, and its mountains—the first
place to go will be to a Dean Stone photo-
graph of Cades Cove, or ‘Bits of stone”
about some family, or a carefully reasoned
editorial about why we should think now
about what our county’s landscape will look
like later.

Happy birthday, Dean—and Maryville-
Alcoa’s The Daily Times—from a grateful
former paperboy and school news cor-
respondent.

Sincerely,
LAMAR ALEXANDER,
U.S. Senator.e

———

HEROES OF THE OREGON TRAIL
FIRE

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, on Au-
gust 25, 2008, Idahoans residing on the
Boise bench in the area of the Oregon
Trail and Columbia Village subdivi-
sions experienced immense devastation
caused by a brush fire that became a
residential nightmare. With the com-
bination of 50 m.p.h. winds, dry sage
brush, high heat, sloped terrain and
homes with cedar shake shingles and
wooden decks, a small grassfire ex-
ploded, claiming the life of one woman,
destroying 10 homes and causing exten-
sive damage to nine others. Mary Ellen
Ryder, a professor at Boise State Uni-
versity, beloved wife of Peter Ryder
and a friend to the community, was the
single fatality. My thoughts and pray-
ers and those of many Idahoans are
with the Ryder family.

Although the fire caused great devas-
tation, many lives and homes were
saved because of the efforts of several
courageous Idahoans. I would like to
formally recognize one homeowner,
two Boise police officers, one fire-
fighter and one local humanitarian.
Without their selfless service and per-
sonal sacrifices of physical safety, ex-
pense and time away from families and
careers, the outcome and aftermath of
the fire would have been much harder
to endure. Thanks to homeowner Kent



